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See back page for details - Your chance to talk to your councillors and other community representatives! 

Did you know that your local councillors are consulted on 
nearly everything that happens in your area? They take 
an active part in influencing what services are and are 
not provided - and that affects you and your family!  
 
Parish and Town Councils are responsible for many 
things like: bus shelters, litter bins, local halls and com-
munity centres, parks, public clocks and footpaths to 
name but a few. They are also consulted on planning 
applications, highway improvements, street signs, grant 
funding and projects that affect where you live and what 
facilities your community has or receives. 
 
Local councils are delivering more services for residents 
than ever before and with the District/County Council 
reviewing their services, Parish and Town Councils will 
be in a position to do even more in the future. 
 
Everything we come into contact with on a daily basis 
affects how we feel and what we do - so how much effort 
do you actually make to get your opinions known?  Vot-
ing in local parish and town council elections takes so 
little time, but will have a daily impact on you for the next 
four years, because councillors remain in office for a four 
year term and their decisions affect the future for your 
whole community. If you leave voting to others your 
opinions and wishes will not be heard and simply by vot-
ing for a candidate you feel will reflect your view sends a 
clear message of your opinion to the decision makers. 
 
It is said ‘people get the local council they deserve’. Do 
you know who in your community is standing for election 
and what they hope to achieve?  
Councillors live side by side with you in your community; 
they are the most local level of government, being easily 

contacted and directly answerable to the community 
every time they walk out of their front doors. They raise 
money primarily through your council tax to administer 
their decisions and you need to be sure that you have 
voted for the right people to look after your community. 
 
If you do not vote, others will and their views may 
change your life. 
 
“Parish and Town Councils depend on local people tak-
ing an interest in what happens in their community, 
whatever their background and local people standing as 
councillors can bring a wealth of knowledge and commu-
nity understanding into the local team.” 
 
“If you are interested in becoming a councillor, or know 
someone who might just need some encouragement 
now is the time to act, get the forms and send them off. 
Help us to meet your needs by supporting your local 
councillors and remember to vote on Thursday 7th of 
May”. 

 

 

Have a voice -  

Vote in the  

local elections 
on 7 May 2015! 



 

 

 
 

Are you interested in wanting to help your local 

community to ensure local provisions for both 

the young and old are maintained and  further 

enhanced? 
 

Why not become a Town or District   

Councillor?   
 

Town and District Council elections will be tak-

ing place in May 2015; if you are not happy with 

the Town or District Council’s approach this is 

your opportunity to make a real difference! 
 

To find out more about becoming a member of 

Lydney Town Council contact:  

  The Chief Executive Officer  Tel: 01594 842234 

or E-mail: ceo@lydneytowncouncil.co.uk     

             alternatively contact:  The Elections 

Dept, Forest of Dean District Council.  

Tel: 01594 812626 

Lydney Neighbourhood Development Plan 

 
 
 
Since 2012 local communities have been able to produce Neighbourhood Development 
Plans (NDP) for their local area, putting in place planning policies for the future develop-
ment and growth of the neighbourhood.   
 
Lydney Town Council initiated the Lydney Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) in 2012 and in January 
2013 the first town meeting was held where Lydney residents highlighted the issues they wanted the NDP to ad-
dress and from this the draft NDP was developed.  In September 2013 an 11-week public consultation period start-
ed where 140 copies of the Draft Lydney Plan were posted and 10,000 NDP Newsletters were sent to Lydney resi-
dents and businesses.   
The 11 week Public Consultation finished on the 20th of December 2013 and 165 comments were received and 
they can be viewed on the NDP website. 
The Lydney Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) was formally submitted to the Forest of Dean District Council 
on the 4th of April 2014 for them to check the Plan to make sure it meets the legal requirements identified in The 
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012  
 
Since then the Lydney NDP Community Steering Group has met the Forest of Dean District Council to discuss the 
Plan.  The final checks are now underway to ensure the Plan is legally compliant so it can 
then progress to an Independent Assessment. The Independent assessor will either: 

1. Refuse the Plan 
2. Pass the Plan 

3. Pass the Plan with modifications 
 
To keep up to date on the Lydney Neighbourhood Development Plan 

view: www.lydneyndp.org.uk 

‘LYDNEY IN BLOOM’ 

 

 

 

 
 

Do you enjoy gardening? Do you have a few hours to spare?  

If the answer is yes, then why not join ‘Lydney in Bloom’? 

- You may have seen the floral improvements in and around Lydney such 

as Hylton Court: 

Before: After:  

 

 
 

 
 

In order that we may continue to enhance further areas, we need help 

maintaining these flower borders and tubs. 

We welcome members of all age groups, so whether you are already an 

experienced gardener or would just like to know more about the benefits 

and practicalities of gardening, we would love to hear from you! 

Share your love of gardening and help make the visual appearance of  

Lydney something to be proud of -  

Become a member of ‘Lydney in Bloom!’ 

For more details please contact Lydney In Bloom C/O Lydney Town 

Council on 01594 842234 

http://www.lydneyndp.org.uk/download/overarching/Neighbourhood%20Planning%20(General)%20Regulations%202012.pdf
http://www.lydneyndp.org.uk/download/overarching/Neighbourhood%20Planning%20(General)%20Regulations%202012.pdf
http://www.lydneyndp.org.uk/download/overarching/Neighbourhood%20Planning%20(General)%20Regulations%202012.pdf
http://www.lydneyndp.org.uk/download/overarching/Neighbourhood%20Planning%20(General)%20Regulations%202012.pdf


The Twinning Association’s sole aim is to foster friend-

ships between the residents of our district and those of 

the delightful seaside town of Bréhal in Normandy. 

By joining the “Twinning” you will have the opportunity 

to stay in Bréhal with french families, make friends with 

them, practice your French and experience the French 

way of life. 

It is not essential to be able to speak french because the 

chances are your hosts will be only too keen to practice 

their english. The only thing necessary is to be prepared 

to be friendly, polite, join in and to offer similar hospitali-

ty in return. 

The actual exchange takes place over a long weekend in  

May (22nd May in 2015), we go there one year and they 

come here the next. Everyone funds the cost of the jour-

ney themselves but then everyone is fed, lodged and en-

tertained by their hosts. 

During the 2 year period we have a few fund raising social 

events to help fund the cost of some formal entertain-

ment of the French when they come here. 

We particularly want to encourage families with children 

who would benefit from having the possibility of making 

real lasting connections with similar families in Bréhal. 

The Lydney and District Twinning Association was start-

ed in 1992 and many of the original founders have enjoyed 

watching their families grow up together over the years. 

We really want to extend these opportunities to more 

people in our district. 

For more information contact J.Capps tel. 01594 510391. 

 

 

 

Winston’s Wish is the leading childhood bereavement 

charity in the UK, helping children and young people re-

build their lives after the death of their mum, dad, brother 

or sister, and enabling them to face the future with confi-

dence and hope.    

Throughout Gloucestershire, Winston’s Wish run a 

unique bereavement support program called SWITCH. 

The program is aimed at children aged 8-14 who have 

suffered a close family bereavement which is having a neg-

ative effect on their behaviour. The bereavement may not 

be recent but may still be having an impact on the child. 

The SWITCH program offers family work, individual work 

for children and their carers and group work. We end the 

program with a celebration day. The aim of SWITCH is to 

provide children and families with the opportunity to 

work through their experience with qualified professionals 

and to help them make sense of their emotions and feel-

ings,  meet other people in similar situations and provide 

them with coping strategy to help them reach their full 

potential.  

SWITCH has been running in Gloucestershire now for 

three years and feedback from both children and their car-

ers has been very positive.  

Feedback from a mother after the SWITCH program: 

“She’s like a different girl. I can’t explain it – it’s like 

she has grown up. She’s excellent. I think being able to 

talk about her feelings and listen to the others and 

what they do when they get one on them has really 

helped her. She still gets grumpy, but now takes her-

self off to her room and listens to music and when 

she’s calmer, then I go and talk to her!” 

We would like to reach as many of these children and 

families as possible in Gloucestershire. If you or you know 

a child or family who would benefit from the SWITCH 

program or would like any further information, please 

contact Sheila Elliott, Family Program Lead for SWITCH: 

selliott@winstonswish.org.uk  / 

switch@winstonswish.org.uk / Phone the office on 01242 

515157 and ask to speak to myself or a member of the 

SWITCH team.  . 

For further information about other services Winston’s 
Wish can provide for children who have suffered a be-
reavement, please go to our website 
www.winstonswish.org.uk 

The Lydney and District Twinning Association           

mailto:selliott@winstonswish.org.uk
mailto:switch@winstonswish.org.uk
http://www.winstonswish.org.uk


 WANTED!   For Fouling on our Pavements’ and  

our ‘open’ spaces.  

‘Please, ensure that the Dog Waste Bins provided are used; not only is it 

unpleasant for those that may ‘step’ in yesterday’s dinner, but it gives me 

a bad reputation!’ 

    
Forest Routes 
 

 Do you feel isolated? 

 Would you like to get to local shops, activities 
or services? 

 Do you need to get somewhere at a time when 
public transport isn’t available? 

 Do you have a disability and are unable to use 
public transport? 

 Do you need to get to GP or hospital appoint-
ments? 

 
Did you know that community transport is for any-
one, of any age, who does not have regular access 
to other forms of transport? That probably means 
you! 
 

From 19 March 2015 to the New Year, Anna-Marie 
Daniels will be on maternity leave. In her absence 

Celia Wear has been recruited to take 
over as the community transport 
partnership coordinator. Over the 
next few weeks Celia will be out and 
about. If you have any questions, 

would like to arrange a meeting, want me to attend 
your community event, know of anyone who would 
like to be a volunteer car driver please get in touch. 
Forest Routes Contact Details:  
Celia Wear — Partnership Coordinator  
Celia.Wear@fdean.gov.uk  
01594 812613  
@FoDComTransport  Forest of Dean Community  

Lydney Cycle and Walking Path Network 

 
 
 
The Lydney Cycle and Walking Path network is one of the newly 
emerging projects coming from the work undertaken tin developing 
the Lydney Neighbourhood Plan (NDP). 
  
The Lydney Cycle and Walking Path network will create a pleasant, 
safe and accessible network of pathways around Lydney linking to-
gether the train station, Dean Academy, town centre and leisure areas 
such as the harbour. The network will also link into the planned Forest 
Commissions route connecting Parkend, Whitecroft and Lydney.  The 
potential routes are being accessed and funding for the project is cur-
rently being researched. 
Walking of the potential routes: 

 
 To keep up to date on the 

project view:  
www.lydneyndp.org.uk 

Dog Fouling—Lydney Recreation Ground 
Dog owners who allow their pets to foul in Lydney and leave it, could 

be named and shamed. Dog fouling is against the law and offenders can 

end up in court if they fail to pay the fines imposed.  

Numerous reports of dog fouling on Lydney Recreation Ground has 

posed a real Health and Safety concern and the Chairman of Lydney 

Recreation Trust, Cllr Alan Preest has taken action to introduce a zero-

tolerance policy.  Among the other approaches suggested are heavy 

fines, anti-social behaviour order sanctions to be imposed and proven 

cases reported to the RSPCA ‘in the name of animal welfare’. Further-

more Cllr Preest added: “I would ask all responsible members of the 

public to be vigilant and report concerns confidentially to either Lyd-

ney Town Council, the Forest of Dean District Council, or individual 

councillors to enable appropriate action”. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

'Bag it, tie it, bin it here' 

Following a meeting held by Lydney Recreation Trust, 

Trustees announced that four new dog bins would be 

purchased and placed in  accessible areas on the Recre-

ation Trust Ground to encourage dog owners to be re-

sponsible and to clean up after their dog. 
 

 

Please use the dog bags/bins provided and help to 

keep Lydney looking its best! 

Bathurst Park is an important part of Lydney 

and we want to know your thoughts and ideas 

 

Share your thoughts via the on-line survey. 

 

To get a copy of the survey or a large printed 

version sent to you please phone  

01594 842234 

 

Or complete the 5 minute survey online at 

www.lydneyndp.org.uk 

We want your views on  

Bathurst Park 

mailto:Celia.Wear@fdean.gov.uk


Wild Boar – Issues and Benefits 

As some may be aware the University of Worcester is un-

dertaking a research project on behalf of the Forestry 

Commission to examine the impact of wild boar on resi-

dent communities within the Forest of Dean. This is to 

gather information on both the negative and positive is-

sues and impacts caused by the wild boar within the area. 

It is NOT about how the boar are managed OR whether 

they should or should not be managed. 

The three areas of focus are: Public Safety Issues, Social 

Impacts (impacts on people’s behaviour, welfare, property 

damage, etc.) and Economic Impacts. This project is try-

ing to get information on the issues rather than examine 

the perceptions of the current management.    

Anyone interested in providing their perspective and in-

formation are encouraged to get in touch with the team 

(email: fodboar@worc.ac.uk, phone: 07476 667012). There 

is an online questionnaire at www.fodboar.co.uk which 

can also be downloaded and submitted by post. It is 

hoped that this will also be available locally within the 

Parish. 

A public discussion workshop is being held on Wednes-

day 15th April 2015 starting at 7pm at Dean Academy. All 

would be welcome to participate. 

If you are unable to attend this 

workshop other venues and dates 

are listed on the website (above).  

Report provided by Dr John Dutton 

                  Senior Lecturer - Ecology 

 

 

 

FIRES AND HOARDING 
There has been an increase in incidents of fires in homes where 
hoarding is an issue. Recently this resulted in a fatality. Please 
encourage anyone you know, where this may be a problem, to 
ask for a fire safety officer to visit them and advise them on fire 
safety. Call 0800 1804140 or 01452 753333 and ask for the Com-
munity Safety Team. 
As your Village Agent, I can help to arrange a visit by the Fire 
Safety Officer, Contact me Mike Morgan, Village Agent, Tel No. 
07776245712 
 
OXYGEN CYLINDERS AT HOME 
Do you use an oxygen cylinder at home? If so, does the Fire Ser-
vice know about it? In the event of an emergency, it would be 
useful for Fire and Rescue to know about it in advance. You can 
either phone them directly on 01452 753333 and ask for the 
Community Team or you can contact  me, Mike Morgan, Vil-
lage Agent and I  will phone Fire and Rescue on your behalf. 
 
Healthwatch Gloucestershire. 
Are you interested in commenting about health or social care in 
this area? If the answer is ‘yes’ then you may wish to consider 
joining Gloucestershire Healthwatch. Healthwatch is based in 
Gloucester and has groups looking at Non Emergency Patient 
Transport, Podiatry, or Home from Hospital Services. You can 
join free and be either an active member, serving on a group, or 
just receive reports from Healthwatch. 
Contact details for Healthwatch are: Address. Community 
House, 15 College Green, Gloucester. GL1 2LZ. Telephone No. 
01452 504985. Freephone 08006525193. Web site. 
www.healthwatchgloucestershire.co.uk. 
You can join by just telephoning the above number 
 
VEGETARIANS IN CARE HOMES 
Question: I am an older vegetarian, I have no close relatives and 
I am considering moving into a residential care home. How can 

I find out if a care home really does provide good quality vege-
tarian food? Answer: VfL (Vegetarian for Life) is a UK charity 
dedicated to improving the quality of life for older vegetarians 
and on their website at www.vegetarianforlife.org.uk you can go 
to their UK list of care homes to find those homes which do 
provide good vegetarian catering. The list covers England, Scot-
land, Wales and Northern Ireland.  
 
Books for the housebound. 
Do you know someone who is perhaps housebound or cannot 
move far from their homes?  Have you got a few hours to spare 
and are able to drive?  If the answer to one of these questions is 
‘yes’, then your local Lydney Library can help. Local libraries, 
Lydney, Coleford and Cinderford are offering a service to bring 
books to those who like to read books, but cannot reach the 
library. The library are utilising volunteers to bring books to 
disabled or elderly people in their homes and of course bring 
back books that are finished with to the library. So if you are 
able to give a few hours to the local library to enable disabled or 
elderly to use the library service, contact your local library and 
volunteer. Likewise if you know someone who could use this 
service, again, with their consent, contact the local library and 
give them their contact details. You can call into the library in 
person or contact them via telephone number: 01594 842769. 
 
Singing for the Brain  
Singing for the Brain is a new group for people with Dementia 
and their carers or family members. A taster session is being 
held at The Main Place, Old Station Way, Coleford, GL16 8RH 
from 11 AM to 12.30PM on Monday April 20th 2015. 
The group starts on Monday May 18th 2015 and on the 1st and 3rd 
Monday of each month thereafter.  
For more information and to book a place, contact Alzheimer’s 
Society local office in Gloucester. Tel.number, 01452 525222 or 
email Gloucestershire@alzheimers.org.uk    
If you are over 50 and live in Lydney, Ruspidge, Soudley, Cin-
derford, West Dean Parish or Coleford  and you need help with 
daily living, please contact me, Mike Morgan, your Village 
Agent and I will arrange a visit at your home or elsewhere to 
discuss how I can help you.  My contact telephone number is: 
07776 245 712. 

http://www.healthwatchgloucestershire.co.uk/
https://mail.grcc.org.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=f8b3fa849ec34b4389dc01449175e0c8&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.vegetarianforlife.org.uk


Although your Town Councillors may be contacted at any time 

should you have any form of concern, this Newsletter is an excellent way to bring your views, 

ideas, concerns and comments to a wider audience - in other words, to everyone within our 

community! Any subject is permitted; You may wish to ask a question (replies printed in the 

same edition wherever possible) , You may like to ‘air’ a concern or just generally pass com-

ment relating to a community issue? Whatever your thoughts, the Town Council cannot assist 

if they are unaware —  so help us to change this ! C/O Lydney Town Council, Council Cham-

bers ,Claremont House, High St, Lydney GL15 5DX.  Your views matter to us! 

HAVE YOUR SAY!  

USEFUL TELEPHONE  

NUMBERS 

Town Councillors 

Bob Berryman (Mayor) - 01594 842036  

Derek Biddle - 01594 842180 

Ruth Bonser - 01594 841813 

James Greenwood - 01594 842454 

Carol Harris - 01594 841026 

Harry Ives - 07771 704826 

John Openshaw -  01594 843987 

Brian Pearman - 01594 841452 

Stan Rudge - 01594 841512 

Brian Thomas - 01594 842373 

Claire Vaughan - 07581146903 

Town & County Councillor 

Alan Preest - 01594 564107 

Town & District Councillor 

Valerie Hobman - 01594 841079 

District Councillors 

Judy Davis - 01594 842884 

Terry Glastonbury - 01594 562102 

Marion Winship - 01594 528289 

William Osborne - 01594 841970 

James Bevan - 01594 842146 

Council Staff 

Chief Executive Officer/RFO 

- Mrs Jayne Smailes - 01594 842234 

Executive Officer 

- Miss Carol Wheeler 

Finance Assistant 

- Mrs Hilary Exton 

Admin Assistant 

- Kate Hammond 

Part-time Admin Assistant 

- Alison Crawshaw 

Head Groundsman 

- Mr James Young 

Leading Hand/ Groundsman 

- Mr Peter Edwards 

Groundsman 

- Mr Tommy Wales 

- Mr Ryan Berryman 

- Mr Richard Brown 

- Mr Anthony Bayliss 

The Mayor of Lydney, invites you to the Annual (Town) Meeting, to be 

held at the Town Hall, Lydney on Monday 20th April 2015 at 7.00pm. 

The meeting will receive reports from the Town Mayor, Council Committee Chairmen, 

Lydney Town Council’s CEO, the Police and a number of local organisations; agendas 

will be displayed in advance of the meeting on all Parish Notice Boards. 

Please note: Lydney Town Council has entered the Purdah period; for this reason any 

member of the electorate wishing to raise a public question must do so in  

writing (submitted to the CEO) by 12 noon on Monday 13th April 2015. 

A written response to all questions raised will be made available at the Annual Town 

Meeting however no further verbal public questions will be addressed. 

For more information please contact the CEO tel: 01594 842234 

Following the meeting, refreshments will be served. 

Why Not  

Visit  

Bathurst 

Park, 

Lydney ? 
Arguably the best park in county. Bathurst Park has 

something for everyone: beautifully kept gardens to 

meander, vast sports fields, tennis courts, putting 

green, assault course, trim trail, and of course a 

children’s play area……….you may even spot a pass-

ing steam train. And when you’re done relax and 

unwind in our recently renovated coffee shop, open 

7 days a week from March 28th – November 5th  

A truly wonderful way to enjoy the outdoors with your family and friends and it’s on  

your doorstep!                                                           For more info call: 07587092094   


