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Lydney Town Council Newsletter  - Summer 2015 

Lydney Town Council with Dean 
Forest Railway and Forest of 
Dean District Council continue to 
clear the banks of the River Lyd 
to increase the water flow thus 
helping to keep Lydney town free 
of flooding. 
 
The standard of the Cemetery, 
St Mary’s ‘closed’ Churchyard 
and Bathurst Park has been 
maintained.  The ground staff 
have continued their excellent 
work in and around the town and 
I would like to thank them for the 
high quality that has been 
achieved. 

 
The number of allotments is due to be increased with a 
quantity of raised beds; one advantage being they will 
be accessible to disabled people. 
 
The Christmas light switch on was again a great suc-
cess with a good attendance by the public. A committee 
has already been formed to make improvements for 
2015; led by Cllr Harris. 
 
Increased numbers attended and enjoyed the firework 
display in Bathurst Park last year, with it being the best 
display to date. 
 
For a town with a population of nine thousand, Lydney 
continues to offer an excellent selection of sports clubs, 
all of whom play at an exceptionally high level. The town 
boasts cricket, rugby, football and hockey plus clubs for 
tennis, angling, boxing, bowls, netball and swimming. 
There is also a number of strong groups; scouts, 
guides, air cadets and sea cadets. All these groups in-
volve the children of the area and I would like all of them 
and all charitable groups for their hard work in the town. 
Their actions are the heartbeat of our community. 
 
Each year staff appraisals are carried out and discus-
sions then take place with all of our employees as to 

what courses they and the Council feel are required in 
order to increase the council’s efficiency. Courses like 
weed spraying, road side working and chainsaw use 
now allow for such work to be undertaken ‘in-house’. 
Office staff are also afforded suitable/relevant training, 
making them an efficient/effective team. Our CEO often 
carries out training of staff and councillors and also as-
sists other councils and groups, advising on current leg-
islative and financial practice. Staff meetings regularly 
take place so that any problems can be dealt with im-
mediately. The Council now has a well trained, enthusi-
astic, efficient and competent work force, something the 
Council is proud of and one that is likely to stand the 
community in good stead in the future. 
 
Finally, I would again like to thank my wife, fellow coun-
cillors and staff for all their help and support during this 
past year.     

Cllr Bob Berryman - Mayor 

Synopsis of Mayors Annual Report  - 2014-2015 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the  

newly appointed Mayor’s 

Cadet for 2015/16 

Sgt Natalie Insall 

614 (Lydney)  

Squadron 

 

Why not visit our  

new website : 

Www.lydneytowncouncil.c
o.uk 

Lydney’s NDP has entered the formal 

Consultation period prior to public ref-

erendum. For more information or to 

view Lydney’s NDP please visit: www.lydneyndp.org.uk 

Watch out for your opportunity to vote on  

Lydney’s future! 



Lydney Town Council End of Year Accounts - 2014/15 

    31st March 2014 31st March 2015 

1. Balance brought forward 202,138 215,588 

2. Annual Precept 387,781 416,047 

3. Other receipts 136,373 128,540 

4. Corporate 221,186 243,371 

5. Loan Interest and Capital Repayments 15,287 15,287 

6. All other Payments 274,231 206,493 

7. Balance Carried forward 215,588 295,024 

8. Total Cash and Investments 245,944 319,058 

9. Total fixed assets 

  
780,135 795,333 

10. Total borrowings 113,714 105,124 

 

Cllr David Beddis 

 

Cllr Derek Biddle 

 

Cllr Rose Christodoulides 

 

Cllr James Greenwood 

 

 

Cllr Carol Harris 

 

Cllr Harry Ives 

 

Cllr Colin Legg 

 

Cllr John Openshaw 

 

Cllr Brian Pearman – Deputy 

Mayor (Civic year 2015/16) 

 

Cllr Alan Preest 

 

Cllr Don Pugh 

 

Cllr Stan J Rudge 

 

Cllr David Street 

 

Cllr Claire Vaughan 

 

Cllr Bob Berryman – Mayor  

        (Civic year 2015/16) 

MEET YOUR NEWLY ELECTED COUNCIL (2015-2019) 

View our 

New website at:- 
www.lydneytowncouncil.co.uk 

 

Your views matter to us! 

 

 

Why not visit one of our  

Bi-monthly Councillor  

Surgeries 
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01594845704 / 07504565153                       

lydneycommunitycentre@outlook.com  

www.lydneycommunitycentre.co.uk   lydney community  centre     

Loves Volunteers  

The community centre are pleased to announce that it now able to provide activities, entertainments, education and advice 

for all ages with the opening of Katy Breese Soft Play sessions for two to four year olds.  

The sessions recently commenced on Monday mornings, but will be extended to Friday mornings as they 

are proving very popular. Equally popular is the Tea & Toast drop in on Tuesday & Wednesday mornings 

where the TLC Staff provide help & advice to parents They also offer specialist professionals sessions from 

NHS & CAB . The Thursday Job Club meanwhile has assisted several people back into full employment 

since starting their good work six months ago.  

The comfort of users in the hall has been boosted with the purchase of new chairs, and the installation of a Hearing Aid Loop, 

wi fi and a PA system which will be welcomed by future audiences.  

In addition to the many activities for all ages and abilities held at the centre, all of which are listed on the web site, the com-

mittee is consulting its members views on the possible support for holding a Community Cinema night, Heritage Day, Hallow-

een Apple Fayre, Fashion & Pamper Show and Pets` Show in addition to the quiz nights and concert by Chepstow Male Voice 

Choir already planned, but the LCC Committee would welcome any assistance to progress these projects. The GCC lease has 

finally been signed which will allow much larger funding grants to be sought. Ceiling insulation and double glazing are first on 

the list at approx. cost of £21k. The second application is a three stage long term Big Lottery bid for new build as designed by 

Rob Johnson fdh architects.  

The group 'Friends of Lydney Hospital' is a registered charity which pro-

vides much needed equipment and comforts for the benefit of patients, 

staff and visitors to Lydney & District Hospital.  Funds are raised entirely 

by individuals, businesses, schools and organisations in the Forest of 

Dean. 

 

Over 46 years the ‘Friends’ have donated well in excess of £1m for various projects at the hospital 

including provision of theatre and x-ray equipment, refurbishment of the MIU, inpatient wards and 

the ward reception area.  Over £200k has been donated towards additional outpatient facilities.  (It 

is important to remember that funds managed and raised by the Friends do not subsidise the core 

services provided by the Gloucestershire Care Services NHS Trust, though major projects are often jointly funded.) 

Lydney Hospital is a valuable asset within our community, providing 21 in-patient beds supported by local GPs, with an operat-

ing theatre suite, MIU, day case beds, hearing unit, palliative care, physiotherapy and endoscopy sessions.  

 

The hospital provides a vital service to the local community, and recent Care Quality Commission inspections have confirmed 

that the hospital is performing this role in an exemplary fashion.  NHS England has recently confirmed that priority is being giv-

en to community hospitals as they are a vital element in the overall provision of healthcare. 

The ‘Friends’ actively monitor anticipated changes to health care provision in the community, and intend to remain closely in-

volved in whatever way appropriate, in order to support the maintenance of a quality hospital facility in Lydney as a key priority.  

Close liaison is also maintained with Lydney Town Council. 

mailto:lydneycommunitycentre@outlook.com
http://www.lydneycommunitycentre.co.uk


Although your Town Councillors may be contacted at any 

time should you have any form of concern, this Newsletter is 

an excellent way to bring your views, ideas, concerns and comments to a wider audience - in 

other words, to everyone within our community! Any subject is permitted; You may wish to ask 

a question (replies printed in the same edition wherever possible) , You may like to ‘air’ a con-

cern or just generally pass comment relating to a community issue? Whatever your thoughts, 

the Town Council cannot assist if they are unaware —  so help us to change this ! 

C/O Lydney Town Council, Council Chambers ,Claremont House, High Street, Lydney GL15 5DX.  

Your views matter to us! 

HAVE YOUR SAY!  

USEFUL TELEPHONE  

NUMBERS 

Town Councillors 

Bob Berryman (Mayor) - 01594 842036  

Dave Beddis - 07453 319883 

Derek Biddle - 01594 842180 

Rosemary Christodoulides - 07546 

552773 

James Greenwood - 01594 842454 

Harry Ives - 07771 704826 

Colin Legg - 07481 127336 

John Openshaw -  01594 843987 

Brian Pearman - 01594 841452 

Donald Pugh - 01594 845161 

Stan Rudge - 01594 841512 

David Street - 01594 844721 

Claire Vaughan - 07581 146903 

Town/District & County Councillor 

Alan Preest - 01594 564107 

Town & District Councillor 

Carol Harris - 01594 841026 

District Councillors 

Frankie Evans - 07951125597 

Jim Simpson - 07747048976 

James Bevan - 01594 842146 

Bill Osborne - 01594 841970 

Council Staff 

Chief Executive Officer/RFO 

- Mrs Jayne Smailes - 01594 842234 

Executive Officer 

- Miss Carol Wheeler 

Finance Assistant 

- Mrs Hilary Exton 

Admin Assistant 

- Kate Hammond 

Part-time Admin Assistant 

- Alison Crawshaw 

Head Groundsman 

- Mr James Young 

Leading Hand/ Groundsman 

- Mr Peter Edwards 

Groundsman 

- Mr Tommy Wales 

- Mr Ryan Berryman 

- Mr Richard Brown 

- Mr Anthony Bayliss 

   WANTED!  

For Fouling on our 

Pavements’ and        

our ‘open’ spaces.  

 

‘Please, ensure that the Dog 

Waste Bins provided are 

used; not only is it unpleasant 

for those that may ‘step’ in 

yesterday’s dinner, but it 

gives me a bad reputation!’ 

Hopefully by now you will have discovered a great new resource 

for the Forest of Dean, ‘The Forest Bee’, where you can find lots 

of great courses, workshops, groups & 1:1 learning opportunities 

locally. The next free brochure doesn’t come out until the start of 

September, but did you know there’s a website to complement it too? For something 

fun over the summer, you can find lots of choices for small groups or 1:1 learning.  You 

can develop your skills in cake decorating, throw a pot, make some beautiful silver jew-

ellery and so much more - just visit our website at www.theforestbee.co.uk .  

 

 

 

 

MONEY MANAGEMENT 
 

Do you know how much money you spend each month, 

do you know where it goes too?  If you’re like most of us, 

you may wonder at times where some of your money 

goes to each month. If this is the case, then you may 

benefit from trying a Christians against Poverty (CAP) 

Money course. The course is free and these courses have 

already helped over 12,000 people last year to fine tune 

their finances. For more information  about CAPs ser-

vices, or to find a CAP Money Course or CAP Debt Centre 

near you, check out capuk.org.uk or call  

freephone 0800 328 0006.  

You do not have to be a regular church goer, or indeed be 

a Christian to get help from CAP. Living with unmanagea-

ble debt can be debilitating; you don’t have to do it alone.  
 

www.villageagents.org.uk 

Contact Mike Morgan on : 07776 245712 

Introducing our New Ice Cream Sundaes 

Menu, available every weekend and every 

day during the school holidays from 

2.30pm 

Knickerbocker Glory 

The After Eight Experience 

Ice Cream Combo 

Cookies and Dreams 

Chocolate Brownie Bonanza 

 

Visit us in Bathurst Park, open everyday 

from 10am – 5pm 

 

View our extensive menu on 

our facebook page. 

 

BATHURST POOL 

The best kept secret of The Forest of Dean is Bathurst open air 

swimming pool in Lydney. Walk through the parking area, between 

two fields, enter the pool through the perimeter gate, and be pre-

pared to be amazed. This facility has moved from an almost derelict 

site to one of the top open air pools in the country. The volunteers 

that have worked on this transformation are a dedicated and pas-

sionate group and are very proud of their achievements. 

Open daily  12.00  -  18.00    Children/Students   £1.50  Adults  £3.00 

http://www.theforestbee.co.uk

