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It’s on for next year!  

Preparations are now well underway for ‘The Park til 

Dark’ event in August 2016 taking place in Bathurst Park.  

People often ask for more events in Lydney and we all 

want to put Lydney on the map. To help this, Lydney 

Town Council has formed an Events Committee to boost 

the appeal of our town, not just for locals, but for the sur-

rounding area as well. There’s some good stuff going on 

but currently Lydney punches below its weight! 

Events Chair John Openshaw says: 

“We’ll see what the response is when we put on more 

events. Firework night always gets a great crowd. If our 

new events are as well supported then we’ll look to make 

them bigger and better each year!” 

“We’ve been missing a trick for Lydney. The success of 

Coleford’s Music Festival, The Whitecroft Wellie and 

Newent’s Onion Fayre show how popular the Dean is. 

Lydney will contribute to a season of events within the 

District. We’re fortunate to have a whole load of expertise 

in Lydney that we can draw on. We need to work with this 

talent to put on the best events!” 

Whilst we want everyone in Lydney to enjoy our Town, it’s 

vital that events have a broad appeal.  

 

“We need visitors to generate revenue, stay in our hotels 

and eat in our restaurants. It’s often underestimated how 

much visitors spend and this will strengthen the local 

economy, justifying all of the effort.” 

In time, Lydney Town Council will improve the Christmas 

Lights switch-on and Fireworks night. We’d love to have a 

summer of quality music highlighting just what a fantastic 

place Bathurst Park is. This will complement other local 

events, but we need to build up gradually. We need to 

learn what works. In the future we need to revisit the pos-

sibility of a Farmer’s Market, but whether Lydney really 

wants one, we need to see. Ultimately it’s the people who 

support an event that decide whether it happens once or 

keeps going. 

So if you want to get involved with future events in Lyd-

ney get in touch! 

Lydney’s ‘Best Dressed Shop Window’  

Christmas Competition 

This year’s theme is ‘Christmas in the snow’ 

Be as creative as you like!  Judging will take place week com-

mencing 14th December 2015 and will be judged by  Lydney 

Town Mayor - Cllr Bob Berryman. Prizes include £50 first 

prize,  £30 second prize and £20 third prize.  

Good Luck! 

Lydney’s Town & Events Committee 
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What have we achieved? 

Now that the Final Version of Lydney's NDP has 
passed Independent Inspection the document is with 

Forest of Dean District Council; it is for them to deter-
mine (via Cabinet/Full Council) that the document 

may proceed to Referendum, following which Forest 
of Dean District Council Officers will then be tasked 

with organising the public referendum (Forest of Dean 
District Council will meet all associated costs).   

 
Given Forest of Dean District Council’s meeting  

schedule/the time it takes to organise a referendum 
and to  issue polling cards etc,  we envisage the public  

referendum will be held early February 2016  
 

For more information on the plan please visit our  
website www.lydneyndp.org.uk 

Should  you wish to discuss the NDP document or  
indeed the process further please contact the  

NDP Chairman -               
Cllr Brian Pearman on Tel No. 01594 841452. 

The Community Economic Development 

(CED) Programme  
 
 

The Community Economic Development (CED) pro-
gramme is a new initiative designed for local community 
groups and organisations who want to take a lead in shap-
ing their economies for the benefit of local communities. 
 
The programme provides specialist support, advice and 
grant funding to help residents, local business and public 
sector organisations to work together to develop the best 
ideas to strengthen the local economy. Whether that’s 
working on a strategy to promote local spending, explor-
ing the possibility of developing a rural broadband co-
operative, or working with key organisations to promote 
community-led housing, this programme wants passion-
ate people who are committed to working together on a 
local economic plan that can deliver real local benefits. 
 
CED is being led by Co-operatives UK (www.uk.coop ) 
and delivered in partnership with New Economics Foun-
dation (www.neweconomics.org), Locality (http://
locality.org.uk), Community Development Foundation 
(www.cdf.org.uk) and the Community Development Fi-
nance Association (www.cdfa.org.uk). 
 
The Department for Communities and Local Government 
has recently announced a £5,000 grant towards town cen-
tre activity, plus a further £10,000 grant to establish a new 
Coastal Community Team. The Town Centre grant, will 
focus attention on boosting the economic health of Lyd-
ney Town Centre. Lydney will join 115 other Coastal Com-
munity Teams in the UK and will be seeking to increase 
the tourism and recreation potential of Lydney Harbour, 
whilst retaining and safeguarding its historic character 
and structure. Improving facilities and links to Lydney 
Station and the town centre are likely to be top priorities 
for the new team.  
 
As well as flexible grant funding the CED programme will 
help to produce a well-supported, dynamic and delivera-
ble local economic plan. This will include: 
A dedicated adviser 
An experienced advisor  will act as the main point of con-
tact, providing guidance and support through each stage 
of the programme. With an adviser, you will be able to: 

 Build initial support for your community’s involve-
ment, pulling together a local leadership team of repre-
sentatives from the community, local businesses and the 
public sector. 

 Attend a regional event which brings together other 
participants and the wider adviser group, to understand 
the support activities you will be able to access to help 
you towards producing a community economic develop-
ment plan. 

 Deliver a full-day workshop to explore possibilities, 
identify priorities and potential activities that will form 
the basis of your plan. This workshop will also help to 
identify further support you may wish to access and how 
your grant could be used to help develop your initial ide-
as. 

 Continue receiving support from your advisor over the 
course of the programme to help you move towards com-
pleting your plan. 
Specialist support 
In combination with the grant, the programme partners 
can provide six days of additional specialist assistance in 
covering these areas: 

 The entrepreneurial community: helping commu-
nities to better understand the key dimensions of commu-
nity enterprise: business planning, community engage-
ment, governance and finance 

 Financing our future: helping communities to better 
understand their local economic financing possibilities 
and potential 

 Strengthening local economic impact: assisting 
communities in enabling their key businesses or other 
large organisations to more actively engage with the local 
economy 

 Business planning and asset transfer: showcasing 
the range of Community Rights and how they can assist in 
community economic development including the transfer 
of land and buildings into community ownership, neigh-
bourhood planning and public service re-design and de-
livery.  

 

http://www.uk.coop/
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The Council’s Initiatives for 2015/2016 
 

Gateway Planting - Improving our ‘Gateways’ is aimed at attracting additional tourism and reinstating a sense of pride in 

our local community. You may have noticed the beautiful arrangements throughout the summer months, well the Town 

Council continue to raise that standard and will be looking to plant winter bedding over the forthcoming months.  

Lydney Roundabouts  - Discussions have been had with local organisations regarding sponsorship of the roundabouts. The 

Town Council have recently been granted formal planning consent in respect of sponsorship signage and are continuing to 

liaise with Gloucestershire County Council Highways in respect of permissible design/artistic enhancements. 

Allotments - Allotments provide a year round activity which is socially inclusive and reflects the ideals of sustainability and 

well-being, they also provide areas of green space in built up areas, often used by wildlife, thereby contributing to the pro-

tection of rare species and promoting biodiversity. The Town Council have recently installed raised allotment beds which 

have been created by Town Council Ground Staff to cater for people with mobility problems. 

Grit Bins - Winter is approaching fast and the Town Council have been ensuring suitable grit bin provision is in place. We 

receive numerous requests each year from members of the public for grit bins to be sited in areas of Lydney. Where possible 

the Town Council accommodate such requests and work closely with Gloucestershire County Council to ensure that these 

bins are replenished.  The Town Council have recently ordered additional grit bins for Lynwood Road and the Junction of 

Bream Road/Grove Road, Woodland Rise, right hand bend of Primrose Hill , Lynwood Road and the junction of Ash Close/

Woodland Rise and these will be sited shortly. The Town Council have also resolved to replace the grit bin at Sandford Road/

Grove Road and will supply an additional temporary blue grit bin on the Oakdale Estate.  

Dog Waste Bins - The Town Council receive many complaints from members of the public concerning dog fouling in Lyd-

ney . Whilst Forest of Dean District Council Street Wardens work closely with the Town Council to tackle the problem it re-

mains a district concern. It is not only a nuisance but also a potential heath hazard. The Town Council have recently resolved 

to purchase and locate a dog waste bin/bag dispenser at Ridler Road, Lydney; this  being an area that had been identified as 

highly receiving the most complaints. 

Youth Provision - Discussions have been underway with the Police, Gloucestershire Youth Services and The Dean Academy 

in regard to youth provision within the town. It was felt the requirement was for a service which would help those youths 

who were vulnerable and most in need, to offer development /educational opportunities and provide a safe haven. Lydney 

Town Councillors would like to encourage support from the local community and are currently looking at ways to develop a 

youth service.  

FRED – Forest Read Easy Deal 

Many adults experience a hidden disadvantage that is 
rarely spoken about – those adults who find reading 
difficult.  

Imagine never being able to read your child a bedtime story, follow 
the instructions on a packet of tablets or understand street signs. 
Poor reading skills can have a negative impact on lives, including job 
prospects, personal relationships and self-esteem.  

FRED – Forest Read Easy Deal – provides FREE, flexible, confi-
dential, one-to-one reading coaching to adults. If you know some-
one who would like to improve their reading, tell them about FRED. 

Find out more on our website:  www.forestreadeasydeal.org.uk, tele-
phone: 07746371353   or email: info@forestreadeasydeal.org.uk  

Winters here, so don’t forget;  

Keep Warm, Keep Well. If you're 

worried about a relative or an elderly neighbour, 

contact your local council or ring the Age UK 

helpline on Tel: 0800 00 99 66.  

CHRISTMAS TWIDDLEMUFFS  
Earlier this year people in the 

Forest knitted a huge number of Twiddlemuffs to 
be given to people with dementia as they have a 
calming effect. Lena Maller is now sending out a 

request for Christmas Tiddlemuffs. If you can help 
by knitting one (or more), they can be handed in 

at the FoD Council offices or into your local li-
brary. For more information call 01594 810000 and 

ask for Lena Maller. 

http://www.forestreadeasydeal.org.uk/
mailto:info@forestreadeasydeal.org.uk
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Although your Town Councillors may be contacted at any time 

should you have any form of concern, this Newsletter is an 

excellent way to bring your views, ideas, concerns and comments to a wider audience - in 

other words, to everyone within our community! Any subject is permitted; You may wish to 

ask a question (replies printed in the same edition wherever possible) , You may like to ‘air’ a 

concern or just generally pass comment relating to a community issue? Whatever your 

thoughts, the Town Council cannot assist if they are unaware —  so help us to change this ! 

C/O Lydney Town Council, Council Chambers ,Claremont House, High St, Lydney GL15 5DX.  

Your views matter to us! 

HAVE YOUR SAY!  

? 

USEFUL TELEPHONE  

NUMBERS 

Town Councillors 

Bob Berryman (Mayor) - 01594 842036  

Dave Beddis - 07453 319883 

Derek Biddle - 01594 842180 

Rosemary Christodoulides - 07546 

552773 

James Greenwood - 01594 842454 

Harry Ives - 07771 704826 

Colin Legg - 07481 127336 

John Openshaw -  01594 843987 

Brian Pearman - 01594 841452 

Donald Pugh - 01594 845161 

Stan Rudge - 01594 841512 

David Street - 01594 844721 

Claire Vaughan - 07581 146903 

Town/District & County Councillor 

Alan Preest - 01594 564107 

Town & District Councillor 

Carol Harris - 01594 841026 

District Councillors 

Frankie Evans - 07951125597 

Jim Simpson - 07747048976 

James Bevan - 01594 842146 

Bill Osborne - 01594 841970 

Council Staff 

Chief Executive Officer/RFO 

- Mrs Jayne Smailes - 01594 842234 

Executive Officer 

- Miss Carol Wheeler 

Finance Assistant 

- Mrs Hilary Exton 

Admin Assistant 

- Miss Kate Hammond 

Part-time Admin Assistant 

- Miss Alison Crawshaw 

Head Groundsman 

- Mr James Young 

Leading Hand/ Groundsman 

- Mr Peter Edwards 

Groundsman 

- Mr Tommy Wales 

- Mr Ryan Berryman 

- Mr Richard Brown 

- Mr Anthony Bayliss 

Merry Christmas  

May the peace and joy of the 

holiday season be with you 

throughout the coming year. 

from  all at  

Lydney Town Council 

In The Park 

 

We would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all of our 

customers from 2015……. 
 

And we look forward to  

welcoming both existing and 

new customers when we  

re-open on 25th March 2016 

WANTED!    

For Fouling  

on our  Pavements’                  

and our ‘open’ spaces.  

‘Please, ensure that the Dog Waste Bins 

provided are used; not only is it unpleas-

ant for those that may ‘step’ in yesterday’s 

dinner, but it gives me a bad reputation!’ 


