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Grounds Team Summer Report 2021 
 
1. Introduction 
 
The Grounds Team has been very busy making everywhere throughout the town 
burst with colour but also be environmentally friendly for residents, insects and 
habitats especially bees and butterflies.  We have had many kind positive comments 
from the local public and visitors to the area who were so appreciative and pleased 
with the beautiful work and wanted to thank the council for the joy it brings them in 
their lives, especially during the hard year everyone has endured with Covid. 
 
2. Wildflowers 
 
We have expanded and improved the wildflower areas; not only the entrances to the 
town but also Primrose Hill, the Lake and Bathurst Park.  We have moved away from 
annual seed mixtures, which tend to be expensive to more perennial mixtures that 
can grow each year, and give better value for money.  We are also making areas 
meadow grass, like at Primrose Hill, which need time to develop.  We bought more 
seed this year to help establish these areas.  We could look to expand these areas 
because they have been such a success and cut down on the contract of cutting 
grass especially on the entrances. 
 
3. Town Tubs 
 
The investment the Council made in buying beautiful bedding plants has paid off with 
the town looking beautiful again.  We have three new planters going out into the 
town to replace the last of the rotten wood barrels.  I have also written up a report to 
look at ways we can keep improving the town and continue to brighten up areas, 
always keeping positive and moving forward.  The bedding plants make people 
happy and it is one of the best aspects of my job to see how much they are 
appreciated. 
 
4. Bathurst Park - Pond 
 
After all the hard work during the winter fixing the leak and renovating the pond with 
new plants it’s never looked better.  The water quality does get cloudy with algae 
especially on hot days, but without a filtration system as a closed pond with fish, 
ducks and public feeding them it will struggle to clear until winter. 
 
5. Grass cutting 
 
The extra areas we have taken on cutting from contractors is working out well with 
the new Toro mowing machine purchased last year.  It is a great machine and a 
excellent investment.  The areas are now cut to a higher standard and also gives the 
Council flexibility on how to cut and maintain the areas. 
 
6. General Improvements 
 
As the summer continues and the grounds staff are into their usual routine I am keen 
to get out and paint many areas, to smarten up, from our bus shelters, benches and 
posts etc (Town Clerk’s note – corner of High Street and Temple Way) 



 
7. Environment 
 
I am always looking at ways to help the environment and our impact on it.  As a 
Council we do this in many ways: 
 
(a) Wildflower/ meadow areas and habitats - The Grounds Team now leaves more 
areas, especially edges, for longer where possible. 
 
(b) Glyphosate - We are cutting down massively on how much Glyphosate weed 
killer we use and we hope reduce its use to zero as soon as other green products 
come available at a value cost. 
 
(c) Green Machinery – We are also looking at green machinery when replacing work 
kit. 
 
(d) Reduction in water – We are cutting down on how much water we use by buying 
flower tubs with water reservoirs, in order to water flowers once a week rather than 
two or three times when the weather is hot. 
 
8. Thanks 
 
Finally, I would like to thank Councillors for their continued support to all the grounds 
staff. 
 
 
 
James Young 
Head Gardener 


