
Agenda Item 9 
Strategic Plan (item for possible inclusion) 

From: Town Clerk  
Sent: 22 July 2021 14:28 
To: All Councillors <AllCouncillors@lydneytowncouncil.co.uk> 
Subject: RE: Skateboard park (Trust business) 
 
Dear all, 
 
I am forwarding an email Cllr Stockham sent you last month as a reminder of previous discussion. 
 
At the meeting of the Amenities Committee on Monday Mr Steve Cave spoke in the Public Session 
pressing for an upgrade to our Skatepark equipment.  He said, as well as being somewhat old 
fashioned by virtue of being made of wood and steel, our equipment was rather difficult for the 
average user because the ramps were too high and vertical.  Mr Cave spoke because his friend Luke 
Pritchard was unable to attend, but Mr Pritchard put his views in an email which I included in the 
papers and attach hereto. 
 
While our Skate equipment is in good condition after ten or more years (a tribute to our regime of 
inspection and maintenance) it is now little used because of the above concerns – it was a shame to 
hear that skaters from Lydney go out of the area to better facilities.  By that, Mr Cave and Mr 
Pritchard mean a concrete facility. 
 
The Trust cannot make a decision on Monday with only a vague idea in front of it – but discussion in 
more depth can be added to the work on a new Strategic Plan. 
 
I think this IDEA could be considered alongside the Pump Track.  Do you share a vision of Lydney 
becoming a regional attraction with a quality Pump Track for BMXers and a top quality skatepark? 
 
Kind regards 
 
Stephen Holley 
Town Clerk/RFO 
 
 
Sent: 08 June 2021 08:53 
To: All Councillors <AllCouncillors@lydneytowncouncil.co.uk> 
Cc: Town Clerk <town.clerk@lydneytowncouncil.co.uk> 
Subject: Skateboard park (Trust business) 
 
Yesterday I spoke with a resident of Tutnalls Street whose house and garden backs on to the 
Hams Road carpark and overlooks the skateboard park. She said the noise of the wheels on 
the ramps is both loud and continuous from 9am to 9pm every day of the week, particularly 
during the summer holidays and the last year when the schools have been closed due to 
Covid.  
She was clear that this was not a result of bad behaviour or misuse, although some evenings 
there is some shouting and bad language. 
The flaw in the design means that the wooden boards with an air cavity below acts as an 
acoustic chamber, like a drum or stringed musical instrument which amplifies the sound. 
The solutions that spring to mind are to infill the spaces with hardcore and box them in 
and/or plant a high hedge of some description along the side of the park as a noise barrier. 
Do other Trust members think this could be a popular and useful use of some of last year's 
surplus and does anyone have any other suggestions. 
Richard, do you think this is worthy of an agenda item on the next Rec Trust meeting? 
 
Steve 
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Agenda Item 4  
OPEN FORUM 

From: email redacted 
Sent: 14 July 2021 08:08 
To: Town Clerk <town.clerk@lydneytowncouncil.co.uk> 
Subject: Town Skatepark 
  
To whom it may concern, 
  
I am writing to you with regards to our local community skatepark. Myself, children, friends and 
family amongst others are all keen users of the local facilities but sadly were having to travel to 
other towns in the area to access a well built new style skatepark, being from Lydney i would love to 
work alongside my council to produce a skatepark that would be a safe and enjoyable place for all 
ages and also bring in more visitors with the possibility of bringing in jobs to the designated spot. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Name redacted 
 
 
Thank you XXXX, 
  
As someone new in post and not being a skateboarder myself I don't have a good understanding of 
these matters. 
  
You have referred to 'well-built new style' skateparks - are you saying the skate ramps in the 
Recreation Ground are a bit old-fashioned, or perhaps not as well built as other facilities? 
 
We have a meeting of our Amenities Committee on Monday 19th July and I could relay your 
thoughts when we get to Correspondence. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Stephen Holley 
Town Clerk/RFO  
 
 
From: Name redacted  
Sent: 14 July 2021 10:27 
To: Town Clerk <town.clerk@lydneytowncouncil.co.uk> 
Subject: Re: Town Skatepark 
  
Hi Stephen,  
 
Thankyou for your speedy reply, exactly how you explained, the skatepark has been there since i was 
a young boy and it is old fashioned in a sense of being wood and metal framed, im not sure if you are 
aware of the other skateparks near by, ie Coleford, Cinderford and Monmouth they are all fully 
concrete, this enables for reduced maintenance due to weather etc, also the park itself hasnt got 
many different ramps, again the above mentioned towns have a wide selection of ramps/jumps, 
most of the people i have spoken to while at skateparks dont tend to use the Lydney skatepark for 
its intended use due to it being behind in terms of selection therefore having to travel to different 
destinations, in terms of having a skatepark that is being used as a skatepark would be a huge 
improvement to our community as i feel it would bring people to the town (just as i go to other 
towns) and no longer be a quiet place for certain individuals to get upto mischief which i know has 
been abit of an issue in the past, also if we had a ‘new style skatepark’ it would again prevent 
unwanted maintenance due to it being almost impossible to vandalise. 
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If you would be so kind to relay my thoughts during the meeting, speaking for myself, a 31 year old 
man, a lot of friends who also skate and the youth of the town it would be very much appreciated. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Name redacted 
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