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PRESS RELEASE - FOR IMMEDIATE USE 
 

Canada Geese at Lydney Lake 
 

On Monday 25th July the Trust made the difficult decision to reduce the number of Canada 
Geese at Lydney Lake.  We must correct the falsehood being circulated that the Trust wants to 
cull ALL the birds at the Lake, this is far from the truth – it is only the Canada Geese that are 
causing a problem and they will be reduced in number, not ‘exterminated’. 
 

Lydney Recreation Trust (of which Lydney Town Council is the Sole Trustee) is the charity set 
up to run the sports facilities adjacent to the Lake: the Football Club, the Rugby Club, the 
Cricket Club, the Tennis Club and the Angling Club.  For well over a year, complaints have 
been received about the increasing number of Canada Geese at the Lake.  Matches have 
been postponed because of the amount of faeces left on our sports fields – visiting teams 
have refused to play after inspecting the pitch.   
 

Because the Trust was set up to deliver sports pitches as its charitable objectives, our primary 
concern has to be the continued provision of those pitches in a condition fit and safe to play 
on.  Charity law requires that a charity’s founding objectives take precedence when there is a 
conflict with other activities. 
 
We are not simply protecting our sports clubs at the expense of the geese, because the 
Recreation Ground is also open to the general public for daily recreation and: 
 

• Goose faeces is not just unpleasant but a hazard to human health, giving rise to E.coli 

• The droppings are also poisoning the lake – we have been advised that Nitrogen levels 
are noticeably affected and fish numbers have decreased 

• The goose population is now so large that there is an unnatural imbalance of species 
there, with the Canada Geese crowding out other wildlife species.  We have seen 
hardly any swans this year and noticeably fewer mallard ducks.  No other species of 
goose have been spotted recently 

• There are so many Canada Geese that these birds (which are territorial anyway) are 
fighting and injuring each other 

• Because visitors continue to feed the geese, the geese have come to expect to be fed 
and they become aggressive when food is withheld.  We know of several incidents 
where mothers have reported alarm and distress to their infant children and to 
themselves when they try to protect their children 

 
Reducing the number of Canada Geese is an action we take only reluctantly after more than a 
year of considering other options.  Fencing around the sports fields will not stop the geese 
from flying over; picking up the faeces would be an unending task like ‘painting the Forth 
Bridge’; harrowing the pitches would only break up and spread the faeces; and allowing dogs 
to run freely around the sports pitches to chase the geese away would bring its own problems. 
 
END 
 

For further please details contact – 

SJ Holley, Trust Secretary town.clerk@lydneytowncouncil.co.uk 
Richard Kemsley, Chair of the Trust cllr.rkemsley@lydneytowncouncil.co.uk 
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